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	. The mouse (Mus musculus) is a small rodent, easily housed and handled, and relatively inexpensive to purchase and maintain as ...
	. The common rat (Rattus norvegicus) found in pet stores was developed from the wild brown Norway rat. Rats are easily maintaine...
	. The Syrian or golden hamster (Mesocricetus auratus) originated in the Middle East. It is the most common species of hamster in...
	. The Mongolian gerbil (Meriones unguiculatus) is native to desert regions of Mongolia and northeastern China. It is an active, ...
	. The guinea pig (Cavia porcellus), often referred to as a cavy, is a tailless rodent with a compact, stocky body and short legs...
	. The chinchilla (Chinchilla laniger) has a compact body, delicate limbs, large eyes, large round ears, long whiskers, and a bus...
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	. Small blood samples can be collected from rodents by superficial venipuncture. The lateral saphenous vein is a good superficia...
	. The marginal ear veins and central ear artery of the rabbit are easily visualized and can be used to collect blood (Fig. 12.17...
	. The cephalic vein, jugular vein, cranial vena cava, and lateral saphenous vein can be used to collect blood samples in ferrets...

	Syringe Feeding
	Administration of Medications
	. Caution must be used when administering antibiotics to rodents and rabbits. These animals have a predominantly gram-positive G...
	. Rodents and rabbits do not currently require annual vaccines. Ferrets must be vaccinated against canine distemper virus with a...
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	. Mouthing is a term used to describe a juvenile parrot that uses its tongue to explore surfaces. Juvenile parrots pass through ...
	. Birds bite to exhibit dominance, express fear, or exhibit jealousy, or as a result of hormonal fluctuations during puberty or ...
	. Psittacines may attempt to become dominant over their flock, and in the captive companion bird world, the flock is their human...
	. Parrots are naturally loud creatures and vocalize for many reasons, such as communication, entertainment, exercise, and in res...
	. Feather destructive behavior, also called feather picking or plucking, is a well-known but poorly understood condition. The bi...
	. Some owners will unintentionally allow a parrot to form a sexual bond with them by inappropriate petting. Petting the bird rep...
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	. It is important to obtain an accurate weight of your patient at every visit. Some birds will sit on the scale nicely, but othe...
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	. The critically ill bird or one in respiratory distress may not be able to survive the stress of restraint required for a routi...
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	Nursing Care
	Hospitalization
	. Infectious and zoonotic diseases are critical problems for bird owners and veterinarians (Box 12.2). These can be caused by a ...
	. Patients suspected of having infectious diseases must be isolated from other patients. Isolation areas must be out of the main...

	. Preparation and efficiency are essential when providing supportive care to the avian patient. Try to develop a systematic rout...
	. Medication and fluids may be administered to birds orally if the patient is alert and active. Primary regurgitation or vomitin...
	. Fluid therapy, nutritional support, and medication administration can be provided by gavage or tube feeding. Limiting factors ...
	. SQ sites are found in the inguinal, axillary, and dorsal regions. The inguinal region is the preferred site to administer SQ f...
	. For IM injections, the pectoral muscles are generally used. These represent the largest muscle mass on the bird and are found ...
	. The figure-eight bandage is used when a patient is presented with fractures or soft tissue injuries distal to the elbow, or wh...
	. Elizabethan collars (E collars) and other mechanical barriers are placed for many reasons, including prevention of self-trauma...
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	. Airborne toxins are dangerous to birds. They may die within a few minutes of exposure or develop chronic problems. Examples in...
	. Some respiratory emergencies may be caused by a space-occupying mass in the coelomic cavity. This can be the result of egg sta...
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	. Fractures of the wing usually are immobilized with a figure-eight bandage. This holds the flexed wing snugly against the body....
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	. Many plants have been blamed for illness in birds, but plant poisoning is actually rare. Birds often will tear leaves without ...
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	. There are two common venipuncture sites in snakes: the caudal tail vein and the heart. The palatine vessels, located on the ve...
	. The radiohumoral plexus sinus (brachial plexus sinus), subcarapacial venous sinus, dorsal venous sinus (coccygeal vein), and j...
	. The cephalic, jugular, and ventral abdominal vessels can be used to obtain a blood sample from various species of lizards that...
	. Blood collection can be challenging in amphibians. Alcohol should not be used to clean the venipuncture site. This can irritat...
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	. Two views are normally taken: dorsoventral (DV) and horizontal lateral (Fig. 12.75). A horizontal beam is essential to obtain ...
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